
What’s His Point? 

His Tactical Flexibility in the OT 
 

*Review last week 

There are 39 EXPLICIT places in the Bible where God changes His mind 

And there are over 200 IMPLICIT times where God changes His mind 

And 50% of these passages include the statement “I intended” 

There are over 30 DIVINE REPENTENCE TEXTS 

 

Over and over and over again God displays a Tactical Flexibility 

A willingness to ebb and flow, to dance relationally with humanity 

In a couple weeks Dr. David Eckman will go back to Genesis 1-3 and show that as Sovereign Creator He 

DESIGNED IT like this 

And though He is often Strategically Purposeful like his a Goal of redemption that He will not let go of 

More often than not, we see a different side of God…the flexible One 

So for the next couple of weeks we are literally going to work thru the pieces of the OT and NT  

Narrative to see how often this comes up 

To see if we are willing to take the Bible Narrative at Face Value to challenge our personal Theology 

 

Side 2. God’s Tactical Flexibility 
 

What does tactical mean? 

The Narrative reveals a God who, within His strategic purpose, is amazing at accommodating Himself to 

the tactical needs of the moment 

God shows up as someone committed to entering into a dialogue rather than simply just pushing a decree 

We commonly speak in most definite terms about GOD’s WILL and GOD’s PLAN 

And we do so in the sense that everything that happens was preordained, preplanned, pre-determined by 

God 

Of course this does not fit other things we say as well 

The very fact that we pray for example for something, get a NO answer, and then get frustrated by the 

lack of change on God’s part SHOWS WHAT WE REALLY BELIEVE 

Again our approach should be to test our understanding of God against the back drop of the Sacred 

Narrative 

To come up with the most consistent view in the Sacred Story of who God is and what He is like 

Remember…God’s goal ultimately is RELATIONSHIP…NOT A PLAN 

So, let’s start our Journey thru the OT and see the patterns 

And as we do, I am going to suggest to you that you will see God acting in the following ways: 

 

1. God Regrets 

 Even His own decisions sometimes 

Can you generally regret something that is fixed to happen? 

Buy a car w/ no engine, go home, try and start – are you really disappointed it doesn’t 

start? 

Regret is when reality happens and it clashes with what you hope will happen 

It suggests the future is partially open and flexible 

2. God EXPECTS and gets let down 

 How do you get “let down” when you designed already what is gonna happen? 

3. He Gets Frustrated 

Again, why if you already have it all planned out? 



Again remember, EMOTIONS EXPRESS THE INNER EXPERIENCE OF GOD 

4. He Tests People 

 And it doesn’t say SO THEY WILL KNOW or learn something, but rather so GOD 

WILL  KNOW 

5. He Speaks/Thinks about the future openly 

Using “IF” language all the time 

6. Repents 

 Over 30 times 

 Again, we think of repent in the sense of sin but it really just means to change your mind 
So, let’s walk through some stories in the OT and see what God is alike 

 

Old Testament walkthrough 

The question I want you to ponder is this: How in the “moment” is God? 

I submit to you that God’s plan is not so much a detailed blueprint, but rather a broad intention 

with flexible strategies that allows for a variety of options on how to reach His goals (TGWR) 

 

The Flood 

• Gen. 6:5-6 

God actually regretting His decision, He is sorry He made them…CREATION for heavens sake 

• Gen. 6:7 

God shares His terrible secret with Noah about His impending judgment on the people 

God is inviting Noah into His heartache in essence, almost begging Him for another solution 

And you can see this after it is finished as God promises never to do it again 

By the way, that is Strategic Purpose 

 

The testing of Abraham with Isaac 

• Gen. 22:12 

“Now I know since” 

Normally when you hear this in a sermon, who is the test for and why? 

But isn’t it interesting that Abraham isn’t said to have learned anything 

It should be noted that the only one said to have learned something in the text is GOD 

If God already knew, then there is NO TEST, and then why does God say this? 

HEBREW word is YADA = to know PERSONALLY 

Same word used in the OT for sexual experience or knowing experientially 

If God doesn’t really mean it, then this conversation is not sincere…I refuse to believe that! 

God wants to know if he is gonna fulfill Gen 12:3 

You get the strong impression BOTH God AND Abraham take a risk with each other 

This is by the way consistent 

God will work in the world, but typically not apart from people of faith 

Why? 

Because He is collaborative…He loves and desires free love back…HE’S RELATIONAL 

By the way, this happens many times in the OT 

e.g. when God tests the Israelites in the Wilderness – THAT HE MIGHT KNOW 

 

Sodom and Gomorrah 

You can see it when God decides to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah 



God invites Abraham into the decision and to basically haggle with Him over the decision 

And through it God shows a huge willingness to change His decision 

In fact in chapter 18 it says God decides to tell him because He cannot keep a secret from His 

covenant friend 

This is not just a Strategically purposeful God, but a wonderfully flexible God as well 

Again, if God doesn’t really mean it, then this conversation is not sincere! 

 

Moses & Pharaoh 

Probably no where in the Sacred text is this more clear than with Moses 

Things turn out in the end of this story, so we tend to read BLUEPRINT when we read it 

But I don’t think that is an accurate reading 

 

Sending of Moses 

Exodus. 3 - Moses resists God – 5 times no less 

Interesting, why? 

Doesn’t this seem like the wrong thing to do with God? 

Doesn’t this seem a tad scary? 

MOSES ASSUMED SOMETHING ABOUT GOD 

Moses’ working with God is not necessarily a foregone conclusion 

If it is, then the things that transpire are phony 

In fact after this long discourse, God sends Aaron with him 

If it such a foregone conclusion, why does God relent and send Aaron? 

What does this say about the story? 

IT IS OFTEN FLUID 

It’s funny, in the book of Hebrews Moses is hailed as a great man of FAITH 

Why would Moses get praised as a man of faith if God blue printed it all 

 

Convincing Pharaoh 

• Ex. 4:1-2 

What is Moses’ question? 

“WHAT IF…” 

God immediately starts talking about using the staff in verse 2 

Kind of a funny exchange if this is all planned out 

Wouldn’t you think God would have mentioned this already? 

Apparently God thinks Moses has a good point, gives him signs 

Didn’t do this out of the gate – in the moment 

• Ex. 4:6-9 

 “If they don’t believe” 

HE AGREES WITH MOSES…THEY MIGHT NOT BELIEVE…OR MIGHT 

If If If 

Moses assumes what the Patriarchs assumed before him 

The future is not completely determined 

 

Elders Participation 

Also curious…many of the things that are supposed to happen by the way never happen 

• Ex. 3:18 



Can someone show me the place where the elders went with him? 

They didn’t, elders are never said to appear before Pharaoh 

Now I suppose they could have and it wasn’t written down 

But there is excruciating detail here…you would think we would see it 

Instead Aaron takes their place (Ex. 5:1) (4:14 is the reason) 

With Aaron, God concedes to Moses and picks PLAN B 

 

Leading the People out to Sinai 

• Ex. 13:17 

“lest they change their minds” 

Might change their minds? 

Sure sounds like God is accounting for human will and options to me 

 

Destroying the children of Israel & Moses 

* After golden calf 

• Ex. 32:9-10 

• Ex. 32:11-13 

3 reasons why God should not follow thru on this 

1. people belong to God 

2. Look bad to the Egyptians 

3. His promise to Abraham 

God had an EASY rebut to all 3 of these easily 

The people are sinful, I could care less what Egypt thinks of me, and He will keep His promise 

thru Moses, a descendent of Abraham 

But He doesn’t 

• Ex. 32:14 

Why the change of heart? 

Because of His relationship with Moses 

Not because of Israel 

Not because his argument was so effective 

But rather because of MOSES 

BECAUSE OF RELATIONSHIP 

Doesn’t it seem just a tad insincere to you if this isn’t a real decision and God has already 

predetermined His decision? 

 

Punishment for Sin 

• Ex. 32:31-34 

Now what does Moses want? 

Now he wants God to forgive them 

To even ask God this, Moses must assume God was willing? 

Does God do it? 

NO - God DOES NOT go with Moses’ plan this time 

 

• Ex. 33:3 

Now what is God saying? 

God has His own plan B 



And it DOESN’T have God in it 

And what is God’s reason? 

He is worried if He went He would destroy them 

Foregone conclusion? Sure doesn’t sound like it 

So the people start mourning over Plan B 

So Moses asks God to reconsider going with them 

What does God do? 

God says He will send His Presence along 

Moses of course wants more so he keeps pushing 

Again why? 

BECAUSE HE KNOWS GOD IS WILLING TO CHANGE HIS MIND SOMETIMES 

So God changes His mind – His FACE will go with them – returns to Plan A 

Moses then doesn’t want to go if God doesn’t go – Ex. 33:15-16 

Quirky huh?  

No, it’s relational - Welcome to God 

 

Point – you will find that the patriarchs ASSUMED THIS ABOUT GOD 

Why we don’t is another topic 

 

Time of the Judges 

Turned away from God, then cried out for help 

God tells them to go ask their little gods they have created for help but they repent and beg Him 

Here you can see the severe pain of God 

Not a God who has just worked everything out ahead of time, but a God in the moment 

• Judges 10:16 

SOUL = NEPHESH = seat of His emotions and desires 

God could bare their misery no longer 

 

Isaiah – the Vineyard 

• Is. 5:1-2, 4 

What did you notice in verse 2 & 4? 

Says He “expected” 2 times 

Odd language don’t you think for someone who is supposed to know everything as a fore gone 

conclusion? 

 

Jeremiah 

 

Jeremiah– Harlotry language 

• Jer. 3:6-7 

“I thought” 3 times in this section 

 

Jeremiah 

In chapter 15 God says He is done and Israel will reap judgment 

And in the middle of this brutal speech from God listen to what He says 

• Jer. 15:6 



What is God saying here? 

“I am TIRED from changing my mind concerning you Israel” 

 

Ezekiel eating human waste 

 

Hezekiah and his death (II Kings 20) 

Gets 14 years added 

Can you even begin to imagine the number of decisions and changes God had to incorporate with 

14 years of him living? That’s Sovereignty 

 

Jonah 

How about Jonah? 

In book of Jonah, 3x it says He repents of His previous decision 

After God changes His mind and helps Nineveh, do you remember Jonah’s response? 

• Jonah 4:2 

What is Jonah saying he knew already and why he is SO upset? 

“I KNEW” you would change your mind and forgive these people 

It is interesting, Jonah is actually reciting a famous OT Creed here from Exodus 34 

Quoted over a dozen times in the OT 

In two of them, Joel 2:13 and here in Jonah a key phrase is actually added 

“God repents (niham) of carrying out threatened punishment” 

Divine acceptance and love is placed ALONG SIDE God’s willingness to change His mind 

 

David & his son 

You can even see this in places where God refuses to change His mind 

Here the exception proves the rule 

* Nathan going to David – son still died despite his prayers 

Tell me this though…for a guy that appears to have known God potentially better than any 

human save Jesus that EVER LIVED, why does David even ask God to save his son’s life if he 

knows it is deterministic in nature? 

Because David knows what God is like and how He created the chess game 

David did not accept the clear word of God as unalterable 

Few believed that what God said at the time was written in stone in every instance 

 

God, the Sovereign One, who has destined to complete His Story is in constant interaction with 

Creation 

This God, un-thwarted in His commitment and ability to pull it off 

Stands ready to hear our laments and cries and longings 

Longing to interact with His Covenant partners in the ruling of His Covenant Kingdom 

 

What is it that Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, Hezekiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah…what 

is it all these people assumed about God that we for some reason do not? 

This should greatly change how you read the Story – is it Strategic or Tactical = YES 

This should greatly change how you view God – both Sovereign and moved by compassion 

because His GOAL IS RELATIONSHIP 

And this should greatly change how you view your own life 
 


